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The amazing Angela Gheorghiu, Guest of Honor at TIFF 2018 

 

Opera superstar Angela Gheorghiu, one of the most famous sopranos of our times, will be a guest of 

honor at the 17th edition of the Transilvania International Film Festival.  On Friday, June 1, at 7 

PM, the National Romanian Opera in Cluj-Napoca will host a special event: an aria recital in which 

Angela Gheorghiu will be accompanied by pianist Alexandru Petrovici, followed by the screening of 

Benoît Jacquot’s film Tosca in which the soprano stars in the titular role. 

Angela Gheorghiu is a rare phenomenon in opera history: an artist with exceptional vocal technique 

doubled by profound dramatic and musical intelligence, she’s a magnetic communicator who reaches into 

the hearts and minds of a unusually broad spectrum of audiences. Gheorghiu made her name on the world 

stage with her 1992 debut in the Royal Opera House production of La Bohème. The same year, she made 

her debut at the Metropolitan Opera in New York and the Vienna State Opera. Her presence and voice 

have mesmerized opera lovers in the most important houses in the world. Her impressive career also 

brought her to record with the most important labels and to receive numerous honors, including La 

Médaille Vermeille de la Ville de Paris, the degrees of Officer and Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters 

awarded by the French Government, the “Nihil Sine Deo” royal distinction granted by King Michael I of 

Romania, the European Cultural Award for Music, and the Victoire d’Honneur award.  

In 2000, director Benoît Jacquot invited Gheoghiu to play the titular role in a film version of Puccini’s 

Tosca. Jacquot wanted her in the film despite the fact that she had never played the role before—simply 

because he thought Gheorghiu possesses the ultimate diva spirit needed to bring the character to life.   The 

film also features the great tenor Roberto Alagna and legendary baritone Ruggero Raimondi.  The film 

reinvents our experience of opera, and it was launched in cinemas around the world after an excellent 

press reception at its Venice Festival premiere.  

Gheorghiu’s recital in the opening of the film will be accompanied by pianist Alexandru Petrovici, one 

of the most prolific Romanian artists of his generation. A doctor in musicology, Petrovici has collaborated 

with great artists, including Franco Zeffirelli (in Callas Forever), Roberto Alagna, Denyce Graves, Leontina 

Văduva, Alberto Zedda, Mariana Nicolesco, and Ludovic Spiess. 

Saturday, June 2, at 7 PM opera buffs will have a chance to see Gheorghiu once more at the Students’ 

Culture House, as she accepted the organizers’ invitation to introduce the special screening of Tom Volf’s 

Maria by Callas. The screening will be preceded by a clip which creates a dream duet between Angela 

Gheorghiu and Maria Callas, who sing the Habanera from Bizet’s Carmen. in a bonus track for Gheorghiu’s 

2011 album Homage to Maria Callas. 



 

TIFF - Transilvania International Film Festival 
 Adresa: Str. Popa Soare Nr. 52, Sector 2, Bucuresti, Romania  

Telefon: +40 213 266 480 | Fax: +40 213 260 268 | E-mail: press@tiff.ro 

 

*** 

Follow us on: 

Web www.tiff.ro | Facebook TransilvaniaIFF | Twitter TIFFRomania | Instagram TIFFRomania 

*** 

The Transilvania International Film Festival is organized by the Association for the Promotion of 

Romanian Film and the Association for the Transilvania Film Festival. 

*** 

Support from: Ministry of Culture and National Identity, National Center for Cinematography, Cluj City 

Hall and Local Council, Romanian Cultural Institute, Cluj County Council, Creative Europe-MEDIA 

program of the European Union  

Presented by: Staropramen  

Principal sponsor: Banca Transilvania 

Principal partner: Mastercard 

Official car: Mercedes-Benz  

Sponsors: Orange, HBO, MOL România, Lidl, Nespresso, Tenaris Silcotub,  Avon 

Official coffee: Nespresso 

Official logistical partner: DHL 

*** 

Media partners: TV5, Europa FM, Adevărul, Dilema Veche, OK! Magazine, Historia, Marie Claire, 

Harper's Bazaar, Cosmopolitan, Men's Health, Business Review, Zile și Nopți, Cinemap, Radio România 

Cultural, Observator Cultural, Scena 9, Life.ro, Cinemagia, BIZ, News.ro, A List Magazine, LiterNet, 

Urban.ro, AaRC.ro, Sinteza. 

Local media partners: Erdèly Naplò, Făclia, Filmtett, Krónika, Monitorul de Cluj, Radio Cluj, 

Transilvania Reporter 

Monitoring partner: mediaTRUST 

http://www.tiff.ro/
https://www.facebook.com/TransilvaniaIFF
https://twitter.com/tiffromania
https://www.instagram.com/tiffromania/
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